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As we transition from the warmth of summer to the crisp days of fall, with welcome rain returning to
our region, | am pleased to share an update on the many activities and achievements within the South
Placer Fire District. Over the past quarter, our commitment to community connection has deepened
and become a hallmark of our service.

From participating in parades and hosting our largest open house to delivering safety training and
launching new operational initiatives, the men and women of South Placer Fire have been actively
engaged— working tirelessly to safeguard our residents while strengthening the bonds we share with
the people we serve.

Whether performing lifesaving interventions, providing fire prevention education, or joining neighbors
at community gatherings, our personnel consistently exemplify dedication and professionalism. We
remain deeply grateful for the support of our residents and partners, whose collaboration helps us
build a safer, stronger, and more resilient South Placer community every day.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS



https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=80be2653-d04b-4beb-b044-d2cd0585ca8d

4th of July Celebrations National Night Out

Nearly all of our stations participated in local Much like 4th of July, National Night Out is
Independence Day festivities. From leading another wonderful opportunity to connect with
parades to joining families for community the community. On the first Tuesday in August,
picnics, our firefighters were honored to our crews visited neighborhoods across the
celebrate alongside residents. district to share safety messages, answer
questions, and get to know one another.
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Record-Breaking Open House at Station 17

Station 17 held its Open House and more than 500 people attended, making it our largest open house
ever! Families enjoyed cold drinks and barbecue while young guests had the chance to “fight a fire”
with a real firehose.

Station 17’s next Open House will be in December, and we’ve received a letter from the North Pole
saying that there may be a special guest in attendance. Watch our social media and website for event
details to come.

CPR AND STOP THE
STOF BLEED TRRINING

SAVE A LIFE

In partnership with Sutter Health, we hosted a
community “Stop the Bleed” course as well as a joint
“Stop the Bleed” & CPR training course for Granite
Bay High School freshman. Each of these trainings
provide invaluable but practical information that can
make the difference in saving a person’s life.




Apply Pressure with Hands || Apply Dressing and Press
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SIGN UP TO LEARN CPR

FIRE RISK
REDUCTION
COMMUNITY
DESIGNATION

South Placer Fire District has achieved
placement on the 2026 Fire Risk Reduction
Community List! This recognition by CAL FIRE
is for agencies demonstrating excellence in
local fire planning and proactive risk reduction.
The designation enhances our eligibility for
future grant funding and may also benefit
residents through potential insurance
advantages.

For more information, visit fire.ca.gov

FIREWISE
LANDSCAPING
INITIATIVE

In partnership with UC Master Gardeners,
the District began a major landscape
remodel at Station 18 in Loomis to create
a FireWise and water-wise “Demonstration
Garden.” This project builds on the Master
Gardeners’ successful work at the Town
Library.

Progress so far includes the removal of
older landscaping and site preparation,
with installations scheduled for November.

These events were so successful, we are exploring
evening and weekend sessions for community
training, and we are already scheduled to visit Del
Oro High School for another student training there.

Our goal is to ensure that every resident and student
in our community learns these critical skills. Let us

know if you're interested in taking these courses or
you’d like to see additional opportunities.

2024 ANNUAL
REPORT RELEASED

The District’s 2024 Annual Report is now
available both online and in print at our fire
stations. Scan the QR code below to learn more
about our performance and accomplishments.

VIEW THE REPORT



https://www.southplacerfire.org/learn-cpr/
http://fire.ca.gov
https://www.southplacerfire.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Report-2024.pdf

HEARTFELT THANKS

We extend heartfelt thanks to UC Master
Gardeners, the Town of Loomis, 180 Church in
Penryn, Boy Scout Troop 12, Del Oro FFA
students, and local businesses like Raley’s and
Pizza Factory for their generous support during
this prep work and will provide an update as the
construction progresses.

RESIDENTIAL BURINING PILOT PROGRAM

In coordination with the Placer County Air Pollution Control District and Supervisor Jones’ office, we
are launching a new pilot program this fall, allowing residents throughout the entire District to burn
yard waste on “any declared burn day” without the typical date restrictions that previously applied in
Granite Bay.

This effort responds to community feedback seeking more flexibility for safe vegetation management
to reduce wildfire risk. Residents are encouraged to share input through our online survey.

The new 90-day pilot program began Nov. 1, the beginning of Placer County’s burn season. Please

report smoke complaints directly to placerair.org, and remember—if you see a fire emergency, call
911 immediately.

LEARN MORE

OPERATIONAL UPDATES

New Radios for Improved Communication

Thanks to a FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG), we’ve received
42 new multi-band radios, enhancing interoperability with all regional
partners. Each engine currently has one radio for field testing, with full
rollout to follow.

New Type 1 Engine Ordered

A new Pierce Type 1 engine is on order—an important step toward fleet
standardization. The cost is $1,017,861, reflecting a 46% price increase
from our 2022 purchase, which was $695,000. These rising costs
underscore the financial challenges of maintaining operational readiness.

Ambulance Remount Program

Through a fiscally responsible remount project, we refurbished an existing
ambulance box onto a new chassis for $184,000— 46% less than the cost
of a new unit —extending the vehicle’s life by another decade.



https://placerair.org/
https://www.southplacerfire.org/spfd-residential-burning/

REGENT GRANT REWARDS

Cybersecurity Grant ($100,000): Enhances protection of District digital
$100000 -

Firefighter Safety on the Roadway Grant ($50,000): Adds in-vehicle alerting
ssn,nnn systems to improve firefighter visibility and public awareness during

emergency responses.

three firefighters for improved safety and service delivery. This funding lasts
3 years and underscores the continuing need for stable, local revenue
support.

SAFER Grant (~$700,000): Increases staffing on all engine companies to
$700,000

We are working hard to apply for all possible grants. In the last six months, we’'ve won nearly $1
million in grants for the community. That said, the District still must realize an additional, stable
funding source in order to fully re-open stations, retain and attract the most talented firefighters and
pay operational expenses for things like fuel, utility bills, equipment, training and unfunded state
mandates. The District's budget is roughly $18 million, with $16 million deservedly going to our
firefighters, leaving only $2 million left for all other expenditures.

Our Board of Directors is currently reviewing all potential funding options available to the District,
including local funding measures, and will be making a recommendation and taking a vote on a path
forward in the Spring of 2026.

WElc““E 'I'n Darin Snedeker, Deputy Chief

Shawn Wolf, Battalion Chief
TI'E rn““.' Jared Despain, Firefighter Paramedic
Gus Duncan, Firefighter Paramedic
Please join us in welcoming our newest team Matt Sweeney, Apprentice Firefighter
members to the South Placer Fire family: Bailey Everett, Apprentice Firefighter

EXCEPTIONAL FIELD SAVES

Our teams achieved several “field saves” this quarter—cases where patients in cardiac arrest
regained heartbeat and went on to leave the hospital. Nationally, fewer than 10% of such patients
survive. To see multiple successful outcomes in just 6 months demonstrates the extraordinary skill,
teamwork, and compassion of our firefighters and paramedics. These outcomes are only possible
through seamless collaboration with our EMS, law enforcement, and hospital partners. Together, we
continue to serve our mission: delivering exceptional service and always being ready to respond.




On behalf of the entire South Placer Fire District, thank you for your continued trust and partnership.
South Placer Fire District remains honored to serve our community every day—on every call, at every
event, and in every moment of need. We stand — Ready to Respond.

- Until next time, Chief Duerr
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